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9.0 Sequential Files 

9·1. Sequential·Drum Files 

There are two basically different kinds of files which the user ; lay 

write on the drum: sequential end random. A sequential file has a structure 

very similar to that of an ordinary magta.pe file. It consists of a sequence 

of logical records of arbitrary length and number. Drum sequential files are 

however, considerably more flexible than corresponding files on tape, hec alJse 

�l�o�~�i�c�a�l� records may be inserted and deleted in arbitrary positions and increased_ 

or decreased in length. li'urthermore, the file ma.y be instantaneously positionF!d 

to any specified logical record. 

A sequential drum file may be opened by the following sequence of 

instructions: 

LDX =device number, 8 (input) or 9 (output) 

LDA =unit number, address of first index block 

BRS 1 

If the file is opened successfully, the BRS sklps; otherwise it returns without 

skipping. Use of this BRS is restricted to executive type prOJl,rruns. User 

programs may access drum files only through the executive file handling machinery. 

BRS 1 can also be used to open other kinds of files. The device and unit numbers 

are used to determine the physical location of the flle. See section 9.2. 

If BRS I fails to skip, it returns in the A register an indication of the 

reason: 

-2 too many files open -- no file control blocks or no buffers available. 

-1 device already in use. For the drum, produced by an attempt to open 
a file for output twice 

o no. drum space left. This inhibits opening of output files only. 

See section 9.2 for other error conditions. 
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rs 1 returns in the A register a file munber for the file. This file 

numb~r is the handle which the user has on the file. He may use it to close the 

file! whe~ he is done with it by puttine it in the A register and executing WS 2. 

This severs his connection with the file. BRS 2 is available to both user and 
/ 

• I 
executive programs. 

I To close all his open files the user may execute BRS 8. 

If the si~?1 bit of A is set when the BRS 1 is executed, the file is made read-

only. This means that it cannot be switched from input to output. If this bit 

is not set, then the instructions 
i 

LDA =file number 

LDB =1 

i1~S 82 
will change the file to an output file regardless of its initial charac~er. The 

instructions 

LDA =file number 

LDB =0 

BRS 82 
are always legal and make the file an input file rega.rdless of its initial character. 

Three kinds of input-output may be done with sequential files. Each of these 

is specified by one SYSPOP. Each of theBe SYSPOPs hE~dles input and output in-

differently, since the file muat be specified as an 1nput or an output file when it 

is opened. If the user desires to read and write on the same file at the lame time, 

he should open it twice, once as an input file and once as an output file. 

To input a single character to the A register or output it from the A reg:1ster, 

the instruction 

CIO =file number 
" 

is executed. On input an end of record or end of file condition will !!!:! ~ ~ 

and ~ ~ I in the file number (these are called ~ bits) and return a 134 or 137 

character, respectively. If interrupt 4 is armed, it will occur. The end of record 

condition occurs on the next input opera.tion after the last character of the record 
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hns been input. The end of file condition occurS un the next input operation 

after the end of record, which signals the last record of the file. The lJSer 

ma.y r-enerate an end of record while writing a file by using the control operation 

to be' described, 

To input a word to the A register or output it from the A register, 

WIO :--file number 

is executed. An end of record condition returns a vlord of three 131+ 

characters as well as s~ttine the flae bit, and an end of file returnn 
; 

a Horel of triTee 137 characters. If the condition occurs \-,hen a :part ially 

filled.- Gut ,-,ord is present, the 1-1ord is filled Gut 1:1 th ',TIe of these 

characters. 

J:iixinC ".Tord and character operations "d.ll lead to peculiarities and. 

Tr) input a bl()ck ()f vTords to memor'J or output them fr0Tr rncTr':()r"J, th c 

in structions 

LDX =first 'Ilord address 

LlJA =numb er of ,·ror ds 

BIO ::-file nW:lber 

should be executed. The c0ntent3 of A, B and X will be destroyp.d. The 

A register at the end of the operation contains the first memory location 

not read into or out of. 

If the operation caUSC:3 an:y of the fla.e bits to be set, it i,; terminatE!d 

at that point and the instruction fails to skip. If the r,peration in c()Tlpl(;tcd 

\ 
successfully, it does skip. Note that a BIO cannot set both the EOR and the 

EOF bits. 
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I i 
BIO is implemented with considerable efficiency and is capable of, reading 

I 
a properly written file (or writing any file) at one-half the maximum drum 

tran/rer rate. 

The fl~ bits (0 and 7 or 8) of the file number are set hy the aystem 

whenever end-of-record or end-of-file is encountered Find cleared on any input-
; I 

output operation in ,,,hieh net ther or these conni tions occurs. Bit 0 is set on 

I 
any unusufil condition. In the case of a BIO the A register at the end of the 

operation indicates the first memory location not read into or out of. For any 

input operation, the end of record bit (bit 7) of the file nu~ber may oe 8et: 

An output operation never sets ei.ther one of these bits. Bit 6 of the rile 
1; . 

number may be set on an error condition (which CAn occur only on devices other than 

the drum). Whenever any flag bit is set as a result of Fin input-output operation 

in a fork, interrupt 4 will occur in that fork if it is armed. 

The CTRL SYSPOP provides various control functions for sequential drum 

files. To use this operation, execute the lTIstructions 

LDA =control number 

(LDB =record count, if required) 

CTRL =file number 

The available control numbers are 

1 write end of record on output or skip the remaining part of 
the logical record on input. This control does not take a 
record count. 

2 Backspace (B) records. 

3 Forward space (B) recorda. 

4 Delete (B) records (legal on output only). 

5 Space to end of file and backspace (B) records. 

6 Space to beginning of file and forward space (B) records. 

7 Insert logical record (legal on output file only). This 
control does not require record count. 

8 Write end of file (output only). 
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The user may delete all the information in a drum file by executinf~ the 

instructions 

LDA =file number 

BRS 66 

He may' alao elimina.te the file entirely b.y ~iv1n~ an executive command described 

in sect ion 14. 

The index block for a sequential drum file contains one word for each 

physj.cal record in the file. This word contains the address on the drum of .. the 

physical record in the bottom 12 bits. The tep bit is set if the physical record 

is the last record of a 1o~ica1 record. The intervening bits indicate the nurnher 

of da.ta words 'in the phYSical record. ft. sequential file may ha.ve only ene innex 

bleck, or a maximum of 146 X 256 = 37376 worda of data. 

Putting the file number of a. sequential file in A and exec\Jtin~ BRS 1~3 

will cause the file to. be rewound, scanned to find the total number of data 

words, and rewound again. The number of data worda is added to X. This also 

works for random files. 

Three operations are available to executive programs only. They are intended 

for use by the system in dealine with file names and executive commands. 

A new drum file with a new index block can be created by BRS 1 with an index 

block number of 0 in A. The file number is returned in A as usua.l and the index 

block number in X. The read-only bit may be set (bit 0 of A) as USUA.l. 

BRS 67 

returns the drum block with address in A to available storage. To read an index 

block into core 

BRS 87 

rna .... be used. It takes the address of the block in A and in X the first word in 

core ".nto which the block ~s to be read. 
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A single word or a sequential file may be directly addressed by apec1-

fY,ng t~e logical record number and wOrd number within the logical record. 

All the' operations legal for random files (see section 10) can also be used 

for sequential files with this convention. The format of the address 18 
I 

I 

0 1 2 7 e ~1 .J 

record number word addrgS8 
(6 bits) (16 bits) 
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In addition to drum sequential files, the user has some other kinds of 

sequential files available to him. These are a.ll opened with the same BRS 1, 

except 'for the device number. Ava.ilable device numbe rS are 

Paper tape input 1 

Paper tape output 2 

Card input 3 

MagtA.pe input 4 

Magtape output 5 

PDP-5 link input 6 

PDP-5 link output 7 

The device number is put into X. The unit number, if any, is put into A. The 

file number for the resulting open file is returned jn A. If BRS I fails it 

returns an error condition in A as described in section 9.1. Three error conditions 

apply to magtape only: 

o Tape not ready 
1 Tape file protected (output only) 

2 Tape reserved (see p. 9-8). 
BRS I is inverted by BRS 110, which takes a file number in A and returns 

the corresponding device number in X and unit number in A. 

These files may also be closed and read or written in the same maImer as 

sequential drum files. The magtape is not ava.ilable to the user as a phYRical 

device. 

CTRL =1 (end of record) 

is available for phY3ical sequential files 2 and 5 (paper tape and magtape output). 
--'----------' '\ 

Several other controls are also available for 'magtape files only. These are 

2 

3 

4 

backspace record 

forward space file 

backspace file 



,) write three inches blank tape 
i 

!6 rewind 
I 
I 

7 write end of file 
I 
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These controls may be executed only by executive type progr81lls. I/O operations 

to the mA.gtape may, of course, be executed by user programs if they have the 

correct file nu~ber. 

An executive program may arrogate a tape unit to itself by puttinv. the 

unit number in A and executinr.; BHS 118, which skips if the tape is not rilreajy 

attached to some other joh. BRS 119 releases a. tape so attached. 

It is possible for magtape and card reader files to set the error bit in 

the file number. The first I/O instruction after an error condition will read 

the first word of the next record -- the remainder of the record causing the 

error is ignored. The magtape routines take the usual correct:tve procedures when 

they see hardware error flags, and si~al errors to the program only as a last 

resort. 

In order to make the card reader look more like other files in the system, 

the follo'iing transformatic'Ds ~re made by the system on card input: 

1) All non-trailing strings of more than 2 blanks are converted 

to a 135 character followed by a character giving the number of 

blanks. The teletype output routines will decode this sequence 

correctly. 

2) Trailing blanks on the card are not transmitted to the program. 

3) The card is not regarded as a logical record. However, the 

system generates the characters 155 and 152 (carriap;e return and 

The result of all this machinery is that the 8trin~ of characters obt~ined 

by reading in a card deck may be output. wtthout chanr,e to a teletype and will 

result in a correct listing of the deck. 
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Whenever a card reader error (feed check or validity check) occurs, the 
i 

program is dismissed until the reader becomes not ready. 

: The EOF light is sensed as an end of file at all times. 

i The phantom user's 10 second routine checks to see whether a W-buffer 

interrupt has been pendint1 for more thnTt 10 seconds. If so it takes drastic 

and ill-defined nctton to clear the W-buffer.. BRS 114 alao ta.kes this drfJ.stie 

action; it can be used if a program is fiware that the W-buffer is mH.lfunctiordnl~. 

9.3 File Control Blocks 

Every open file in the system has nssociFited with it a file control 

block. This block consists of four words in the following format: 

FA 

FW 

FD 

Fe 

0 ? 3 . b 8 9 first index block address or 0 
0 JO 

0 C
l 

E B 
R B 
R I--

0 

0 2 :3 
char 
crunt 

Drum 
files 
only 

number 0 subroutine address 
7 t1 C

2 
15 16 C

3 

c ~1 R \ R \ B 0 0 device X D P H 0 U 
0 0 0 0 T 

unit 81 9 
nwnber drum buffer arldresB or 0 

0 0 

Cn = word being packed or unpacked 

char count:: -1 to 2 

CH ~ character oriented 

¢UT = output 

BB = buffer busy 

DF = drum fi Ie 

fRX = random acce s s 

h~D = read only 

BP ~ buffer in use and protected 

ERR = error 

?3 

normal file 

subr. f:lles 

norm ~ll f11p. 
B1Jbr. fj le 

normal J'11e 

subr. fj le 
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There are a few built-in sequential files with fixed file numbers: 

0 controlling teletype input 

1 controlling teletype output 

2 nothing (discard all output) 

lOOO+n input from te letype n 

2000+n optput to teletype n 

These files need not be opened and cannot be closed. 

9.5 ~Character Buffers 

Section 7 describes the format of a teletype buffer. Such an ob if, '..:'!. 

is capable of dealing with any character-oriented device J not merely wi tit & 

teletype. For this reason the character ring buffers are not directlJ indexed 

'by the physical number of the teletypes to which they are attached. Instean, 

a table indexed by physical teletype number is used to obta.in the buffer number. 

It is possible for other devices to obtain buffers; the mechanism for doing this 

is not spelled out in detail at the moment. 
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A randCJTf. drum file i~ very similar in pnysicaJ. structure r Jr, the: d:rur~ 

logico..1 recurdn and that the bi to in the indey. block which k(~(~p tracJ: ',if 

l'Jr;icnl record ntruct'J.rf:! are alvlaY3 (). Furthermore, the lHin-Zc.r() 1-lords 

(.Jf the index block are not n(;cesGari~ c r mrpact. The rea::J(.Jn for thin is 

that information is extracted from (Jr vrrittcn lnto a rancJ.om file by 

adclressinr~ the specific word or block of words which is desired. Frr)f(l the 

addre [j S vlhtcb the user supplies, the system extra.cts a phys ical block nWilbcY.' 

by dividing by 256 and a location of the 1-Tord within the block vThich is thr 

rCll',ainder of this di vis ion. Further divis ion by 144 yields the apprrJpriatt? 

inde:: 'hlock. A random file may ha.ve any number of index blocks. 

A randor~l file mC\'[ be opened by using BRS 1 vlith a devicc nw.lber J.(J. 

lIo distinction is made bc;t\·recn input and output to a random dru,'n file. 

A r~~dom file may also be closed by BRS 2, like any sequential file. 

Hm-rever, CIO, VlIO and BIO are not used for input-output t(j random files. 

Instead, the i'olimrinr.:; operations are ava.ilable: 

Tr) read a 'liard from a random file, execute the instr1.1.ctlorJz 

LDB ~-address 

,!l·1I ~'filc number 

The ",ord is returned in A. 

To write a "lord on a random file, put the word in A and execute the 
\ 

instructions: 

LDB ~-::ad<1ress 

]l'IO :-'filc number 
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Block input-output to random files is also possible. To input a 
I 

block,execute the instructions 

LDX =first word address 

LDA =number of words 

LDB =firot address in file 

DBI =filc nuro.ber 

To output a block of worda to a random file, execute the in.struct ion 

DBO =file number 

,\-lith the same parameters in the central registers. These block inp'lt-outrmt 

operations are done directly to and from the user's memOr"J, as is BIO. DrtlI:: 

buffers are not involved and the operation can go very quickly. 

If the sign bit of A w'as set vThen BRS 1 'VTas executed to open the file, 

then output to it is not alJ.ovTed and the file is said to have been made 

read-only. This is a natural extension of the treatment (If' read-cmly 

sequential files. 

It is possible to 'define a random file ",hieh has been prc:viou3Jy 

opened as the seeondEU-Y memory file. To do this, execute the instructions 

LDA =file number 

BRS 58 

The specified file remains the secondary file. until another secondary m~nory 

file is defined or until the :file is closed. To access information in the 

secondary memorY', tvro syspop~ are provided. These POPs work exactly like 

nIT and rHO except that they take the drum ac1.dl'eas from memory instead (Jf 
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requir lYle: it t(") 'he in n. Trj read a 1-T(Jrd of secondur-J memOT"j intrJ the A 

rcei:Jtcr, th~ in~tructi()n 
i 

I 
addreGs 

I 
nll'J1.11d 1;(; CX(~cut(.d. 

I 
instr1.:.ct .L'Jn 

adcJ.res::; 

shuulcJ. be executed. The H~-;rd addres[;ed by either (me of these SYSPOP3 

sl}ould contain the drur:1 address "Thieh is to be referf~nccd. Thi;; HOT(l TilEJ..Y 

also have the index hit set, in vh ieh caGe the contentf> r,f the index 

recister 'HilI be added to the contf:nts r;f thr~ vrGrd t(; forn the ei':['(!ctivc_ 

address '\'Thich is actually used to "perform the 5.nput-rAttput ';perat:ton. 

The mcch~"'1ism for acquiring and rclea:::;in{~ rand()}',- ,1rum file space in 

"..lscr addresses a Gcction of a ran<loIYL drwr file vrhich he flaG not nrevi(j'_I:~l;! 

used, the necessary blocKs are created. and cleared to O. lkJtc; that the 

us(::r ~.;hould avoid unnecessarily large random drum addresncs, s inc8 they 

Day re:.n,ut in the creation of an unnecessary number of index bJ.()cr:;;. T, J 

relcanc randarfl dl'um I,ternory, execute the instructions 

LOA =onurnbcr (.If words to be zer(.Jcd 

LOX ~:file nU1:-.ber 

ERS 59 

The Gpecifif.;d 3ection of the file is cleared to zero. Physical bJr)cl':G wIdell 

are entirely zeru ,\,/ill be released. A Dlore drastic clearing ()pcratlon way be 

obtained uith DRS 66, vThich c1cletes the entire illforrl1ation content r ,f the fil'J. 
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In add.ition to the above--mentloned machinery for performing input-

output through physical files, a facility is provided in the synterr for 

malcine a subroutine caJJ. appear to be an input-output request. Thic facility 

makes it :p0s3ible to m:-ite a program vThich does input-output f'ror;J a. file 

and later to cause further processirlf":; to be performed before th(~ actual 

input-output is done, simply by chaneing the file hom a physical t'j a 

subroutine file. A subroutine :file is opened by executj.ng the instructions 

LDX parameter word 

BRS . 1 

.. 'his instruction never skips. The opcode field of the parameter ",ord 

indicates the characteristics of the file. It r.1L\Y be one of the following 

combinations: 

11000000 Character input subroutine 

11100000 Character output subroutine 

01000000 . \-lord input subrout ine 

OllOOOOO \vord output subrout ine 

I/O to the :file mew be done with CIa 0r vTIO, regardless of whether it is lit 

'Word or a character oriented subroutine. The system will take care of the 

necessary packing and unpackinG of characters. BIO is also acceptable. 

The opening of a subroutine file does nothing except to crel.te a file 

control block and return a file number in the A register. When an I/O 

operation on the file is :performed, the subroutine will be called. This is 

done by simulating an SHRM to the location given in the word follCMine; the 
~( 

BRS 1 which opened the file. The contents of the B and X registers are 

transmitted from the I/O SYSpop to the subroutine unchanged. The contents 



i 
r 

AU{~1Jst i~, l~){lJ 
l)~? 

of the' A ref'-ister mllY he ch81);~ed b:1 the p;.If.!kin!~ IJnd unpa.ckin:: ope fTltj OTIS 

I 
Df!CCSsnry to convert from (;h8.ru.et~r-orienteri to word-orIented operations or 

vice versn .. The I/O suoroutine may do an H.rbitrf.1ry ~.\lTlount of comput:Jtion 

any may calIon any numher of other I/O devices or other rio sllbrolJtin~s. 

A subroutine file should not call itself recursively. 

When the subroutine is ready to return, it should execute BRS 41. This 

operation replaces the SBRR which would normally be used to return from ,I 
suhroutine call. The contents of B FUld X when the BRS !~l is executed TJTf! 

trn.nsmitted unchanf~ed' back to the callinl7; proll,rrun. The contents of f.. mn .. y hrJ 

a.ltered by packing and unpacking operations. A Bubroutine file j s cloBeri 

with BRS 2 like any other file. 

In order to implement ERS 41, it is necess ary to keep track 0 f which r/() 

subroutine is open. This information is kept in 6 bits of the PAC tahle. TI:e 

contents of these 6 bits is transferred into the opcode field of the return 

address when an r/o subroutine is called, and is recovered from there when 

the BRS 41 is executed. 
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Because of the possible conflicts which may arise when several users are 

simultaneously trying to access the same peripheral device, such devices 

cannot be handled directly by users at the level offered by BRS 1 -- which is 

available only to programs with executive status. At the user level, storage 

devices can only be referenced in an indirect manner, by writing o~ reading 

a "file". 

Files are the primary means by which the user establishes continuity 

between one computer run and the next ~a "run" being that sequence of 

activities, mutual to the computer and a user, between the ~fTER cO~dand and 

the next LOGOUT command). A file is any named block of information which the 

user finds "it convenient to regard as a single entity; the commonest example 

of a file is just a program. To provide a check against inappropriate use, 

files created by the Exec and TSS subsystelus are claSSified, according to the 

nature of the information in them, into one of five types -- with each of 

which is associat.ed a type num.ber. This tJ,¥e number is car!'ied along with 

the information content and is checked whenever the file is referenced by 

an Exec command (or any other of the TSS facillties which reference files). 

If the file is found to be of a type inappropriate to the context the command 

is not implemented and an error is indicated. 

The file types are: 

1. Core Image - The information in this originates from specified 

segments of core memory. 

2. Binary - The information has the form of an assembled, but 

unloaded program. 

3. ,Symbo lie - The information is of a form which can be readily listed 

on some printing device. 
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- Comprises all the information in memory necessary to" 
restart the user from his current situation, i.e. the 

situation at the time of creation of the dump file. 

5. Subsystem - Comprises up to eight 2K blocks which can be read into 

shared memory. The information originates from core 

memory and is normally executable as an assembled and 

loaded program. 

Files of types 1, 4 and 5 originate from information in core. Before names 

have been explicitly a.ssigned to them, type 1, "Core Imagen files are r~ferred "GO 

by their bounding core addresses; the whereabouts of a type 4, "Dump" file, is 

i 
,implicit in its nature, while type 5, "Subsystem," files are specified by 

delivering'the pseudo-relabeling of the pages containing the information to the 

command which attaches a name to them. 

The information in-type 3, "Symbolic," files may come directly from paper 

tape or teletype and in such a case is referred to by using the name of the 

corresponding physical medium, viz. -

PAPER TAPE 

TELETYPE 

These names are built into the system and a.re alwaya appropriate recognized. 

Another built-in "file" name is 

NOTHmG 

which always contains precisely nothing and whose function is to act as an 

infinite sink in which limitless unwanted output can be lost. 

A commoner source for symbolic files is the output from some BubsystenlS, 

notably the text editor, QED and publication preparer, AUTO-SEC. 
< 

Type 2, "binary" :files may originate from paper tape, but, more commonly, 

arise as the output from the machine-language assembly subaystem, Arpas. 

Until the actual process of output from the subsyt-~tem occurs, identification 
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of the information is handled by the said subsystem and is usually implicit 

since the subsystems can handle only one file at a time. However, when the 

information is ejected into a context involving many other blocks of information 

of a similar kind some explicit identification must be attached to it. 

I 
12.1 File Naming 

The names which the user is free to invent and assign to files are 

of two types: 

1. unquoted names 

2. scratch names 

Scratch names differ from mlquoted names in that they and the files 

associated with the'm are lost when the user leaves the system, using the 

LOGOUT command; they are otherwise treated identically. 

An unquoted name is an arbitrary string of characters not beginning 

with' or /. A scratch name is of the form / < arbitrary character string >. 

As unquoted names we have -

ABC 
PROGRPJv1 1 

124 

while as scratch names we have -

/ABC 

/421/ 

Any unquoted or scratch file name may be quoted by surrounding it 

with single quote marks. Thus 'ABC' and '/001/ 1 are quoted file names. 

The quoted name refers to exactly the same file as the unquoted one; it 

differs only in the way it is recognized by the Exec. 

When reference is made to an unquoted or scratch file name, the Exec 

will-anticipate the user Bnd consider the name to be fully delivered as 
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soon as it has received sufficient characters to distinguish the name 

from all others currently defined by the user. IThis mC811S that a nCvl 

name can never be introduced in its unquoted form. A quoted name, on 

the other hand, is alw'ays accepted in its entirety from the user. IThe 

initial and terminal quotes are then removed and the naJY1C compa,red 

with the directory of names currently defined by the user. If it matcheD 

one of them, it is taken to refer to that file, just as though it :tad 

been presented in lmquoted form. If it is new, hovrever , it will n..ormally 

give rise to an error message unless it appears in one of the follm'iing 

contexts: 

"a) In the DEFINE NAME command (cf. section 5.5) 

b) As an output file name, in -w'hich case a new file vri th the 

specified narne w'ill be created to ho1(l the output. 

For example, let 'XYZ' be the name of an existin~ file and /123 

be a ne'~·;r unattached file name. Then 

COpy 'XYZ' TO '/123'. 

has the effect of creating a nevl scratch file, called /123, having the 

same information content as XYZ. If /123 is, hO\ATever, already attached 

to some existing file, then the information content of that file is 

replaced by that of XYZ. 

In summary, it will be seen that the Exec f s fi.le na."11C recognition 

apl)aratus w'Orks in two vrays, depending essentially on \·rhether the n8Jne 

is quoted or not. Quoted names must always be given in entirety; the 

Exec waits for the terminating quot.e before attempting to recognize 

the--name. UnCluoted names are anticipated; the Ex.ec recognizes or 
'" 

rejects them as soon as it can, insisting that they match some narne 
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already :i.n the user's directory of file names. Note that the BEGINNER, 

NOVICE and EXPERT commands apply to file name recognition (see section 

5·7 of Document R-22. 

12.2 Accessing Other User's Files, ~~~cial Groups 

The naming system described is adequate to reference all the files 

belonging to the current user, in whose name the Exec was entered. 

However, to refer to files belonging to another user, it is possible to 

augment the file name by that user's name together with, optionally, 

a special accessing code called the "Group" name. 

To do this the basic file name must be prefixed by one of: 

( < user name > ) 

or ( < user name >, < group nru~e > ) 

Thus for example: 

or 

(JONES) , FILEI '. 

(JONES,GROUPl)'FILE1' 

When such a string as the l.ast is collected from ~ teletype by 

BRS 15, 16 or an Exec. command the characters ",GROUPl" lre not echoed 

to the teletype so that the secrecy of the special group name is preserved. 

The access that any other user may have to each of Jones' files is in 

the hands of Jones himself. Jones may declare that a member of the public 

at large who tries to access his 'FILEl' using (JONES)'FILE1' has entire 

(read-write) access, read-only access, or no access at all. It is also 

open to Jones to define independently a greater degree of accessibility 

to a user who quotes the group name. 

Special groups can be created by BRS 61 and the co~rn8nd SET MODES 

FOR FILE (5.5 of R-22) or deleted by ERS 62 and the same command. 



BRS 61 - Define Special Group 

Takes a string pointer in AB. 
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The string is an arbitrary string of characters and is taken to define a 

new special-group name. The BRS associates with it a number, n, in the 

,'range I:::: n:,:: 15, which it skip returns in A. A file may then be pI' ced 

'in that special group by setti.ng this ntLl1ber in the appropriate bits of 

the file mode word (see BRS 48). 

A user may have up to 15 currently defined, distinct special groups; 

an attempt to define more results in a no skip return with A=O. An 

attempt to define an already existing special group name also results 

in a no skip return,' but with the group number in A. 

BRS 62 - nelete Special Group 

Takes a special group number j.n A. 

The associated special group name is deleted and the number made available 

for reassignment to a new name. All files belonging to the special group 

are released from it. If no name is attached to the number the BRS has 

no effect. 

12.3 Pseudonyms 

By means of the command USE N!~ it is possible for a user to insert 

in his file directory a pseudonym, that is, a name which, instead of being 

a tag for a real file, is a tag for another name possibly including a user 

name and group name. If he later uses the pseudonym, the action taken is 

exactly the same as if he had typed the ent:t.re name for which the pseudonym 

stands. 



12.4 Doing I/O to Files, File Nwnbers 
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The file name is an unwieldy and inconvenient handle for the I/O 
I 
routines to use in transferring data. 
I 

These routines instead reference 

the file by a compact, I-word file number which is more closely related 

I'to the file t s whereabouts. Thus system subroutines are provided to assign 

Ito a given file name some temporary file number. 

The user may find it useful to remember that the system subroutines 

which perform :i.nformation transfers to and from sequential files are the 

same for input as for output. The distinction is carried by the file 

number with which they are used -- whose character is in turn determined 

by whether it was returned by BRS 15 (input) or BRS 16 (output). Hence 

a program which was designed to output information can, without ill-effect, 

be delivered an input file number. The effect will be to lose the 

characters which the program would be trying to output, while taking in 

characters in their place -- these too, due to the nature of the program, 

will in general be ignored and lost. 

Names are recognized and a file number provided, if required, by the 

system subroutines BRS 15, 16; they may be deleted by ERS 63. The 

preceding description of the manner in which file names are recognized 

largely assumes that they are being typed in on a teletype. They may, 

however, be presented to the ERS's as a ready-made string of characters 

in core. Entry parameters for the BRSs include a string pointer to a 

string in core together with an input-file number. The character string 

may be null or an initial part of a file name or an entire file name. 

In the first two cases sufficient characters are appended from the input 

file to ensure recognition or rejection of the name. 

[A Remark on "Random" files on Tape 

Random and sequential files may be stored and accessed with equal 
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facility on "random" storage devices, such as the drum nnd disk. On" 

the other hand sequential devices, such as magnetic or paper tape, 
I 
I 
cannot be conveniently or efficiently accessed in the manner of random 
! 
I 

files and are restricted to holding on~y sequential files. How~ver, the 

command 'COpy FILE' wi.ll allow a user to copy information from an existing 

random file, say on the drum, to a sequential medium, such as magnetic 

tape. The file created is, of necessity, sequential but has a special 

format which does not allow it a sensible interpretation as a sequential 

file but permits the original random format to be restored when it 1'B 

copied back to a random device. Such a "random" file on a sequential 

medium will result in the return of the apparently paradoxical infor-

mation, 1-0 in bits 0,1 of X when the file is opened by BRS 15, 16. 

Before accessing information in such a file the user should copy it 

(using the Exec. command or BRS 92) to a non-sequential medium.] 

BRS 15 - Open named file for input: 

Takes in A a control word 

in B the address of a string pointer 

in X a dual file number. 

The function of this BRS is to recognize an existing file name, optionally, 

open the file for input and return a file number for use with subsequent 

data-input commands. 

Designation of the File 

The string addressed by B must be the complete or incomplete name of a 

predefined file. If the name is incomplete, characters will be appended from 

the input file whose number is given in the least significant 12 bits of X --

until sufficient characters are availa~le to determine uniquely a file name 
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(or no such name). If the file name is unquoted so that prerecognition 

occurs, the Utail" of the name is echoed back to the output file whose 

number is given in the most significant 12 bits of X. 
I 

If B=O on entry a null string is assumed and characters collected 

j!from the input file are not transmitted to the caller's memory. If bit 

o of B is set, the string delivered is considered null -- its position 

being defined by the first word of the string pointer. Unless B=O on 

entry the completed or, in the case of non-recognition, partially 

completed file name will be transmitted to the caller's memory. If 

a pseudonym was delivered, it will be replaced by the string for which 

it stands. 

Unless the file name was complete on entry (i.e. no characters 

need be taken from the input file), a terminating character must be 

delivered to confirm or abort the file name. Confirming characters 

are those with an internal code representation 0 to 168, also semicolon, 

tab, line feed and carriage return; the aborting character is 1. All 

other characters cause ? to be output and are otherwise ignored. 

Action: 

This is dependent on options which are specified by bits 1 and 2 

of A on entry. These are: 

bit 1, if set, suppresses opening the file (no file number 
is returned) 

bit 2, if set, suppresses the need for a terminating 
character; when these bits are not set, the action is as 
follows: 

If the name is recognized and a valid terminating character 
is received, the file is opened for input. There is a skip 
return with 

-- in A, a file number 

in B, the terminating character 

in X, is a composite word comprising 



in bits 6 to 23, the file length 
in bits 3 to 5, the file type 
bit 0 is set if the file is random 
bit 1 is set if the file is not stored on a 

sequential medium. 

Error Conditions 
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All error condit.ions are follo,.,red by a no-skip return with an 

indicator in X; A and B are undisturbed. 

-5~~-1 shows that the file could not be opened. The possible 

reasons correspond one-one with those associated with a 

no-skip return from ERS 1 with -~~2 (see pp. 9-1, 9-7). ' 

X=l This exit occurs if the name given is not a predefined name 

in the specified user's file directory. 

X=2 indicates that the file name was aborted by delivering ? as 

a terminating character. 

X=O Any such error is accompanied by one of the following 

'error messages' being sent to the command output file 

(normally the teletype). 

? 
ILLEGAL USE OF PSEUDONYM 
-NOT PUBLIC 
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ERS 16 - Open named file for output 

Takes in A a control word 

in B the address of a string pointer 

in X a dual file ntwber. 

This ERS is provided to read an existing or new file name and, 

optionally, open the file for output and return a file number for use 

with subsequent data-output commands. 

Designation of the File 

The file name is obtained from B and X in exactly the manner of 

BRS 15 (q.v.) except that if the name is enclosed between quotes and is 

not delivered in association with some other user's name, then it may 

be new. 
Action 

This is again dependent on the control word in A, on entry. 

Bit 0, according as it is 0 or 1, specifies that the file to be 

created is sequential or random. 

Bit 1 is normally zero, to indicate that the specified file should 

be opened and a file nmnber returned in A. If the user does not ~ish to 

open the file this bit should be set. 

Bit 2 if set suppresses the need for a terminating character. It 

also suppresses output of the message OLD FILE or NEW FILE, which is 

normally produced after identification of a quoted file nrume. 

Bits 3 to 5 =t, indicate the file type. 

The type of a new file is always set to be t. 

The type of an old file is changed to t unless t=O, when the old 

, file type is retained. An attempt to open the teletype as anything 

but a type 3 file is an error. 

\ 



Bits 6 to 2~ = S, significant only for tape files. 
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S is taken to be the number of word's of information about to be written. 

If a new ta.pe file is specified, a space of 3/2 Swords i,8 reserved 

after the current last file on tape. For an old tape file, S is compared 

with the amount of tape space currently reserved for the file. If it is 

greater, an error message - TOO SHORT is produced, followed by a no-skip 

exit; the file is not opened. 

The normal return from the BRS is with a skip, the same parameters 

being returned in A, B and X as for BRS 15 viz. 

in A a file number (if opened) 

in B the terminating character (if delivered) 

in X a composite word comprising the file length, type and logical 

structure (random or sequential) -- see BRS 15. 

Error Conditions 

All error conditions are followed by a no-skip return with an 

indicator in X; A and B are undisturbed. 

-5~~-1 shows that the specified file could not be opened. The 

possible reasons correspond one-one with those associated 

with a no-skip return from BRS 1 with -2<A<2 (see pp. 9-1, 

9-7) · 

x=o This exit follo\'lS the printing of one of the follo,.,ing 

error messages on the command output file. 

NOT PUBLIC 
READ ONLY 
WRONG TYPE 
Fn..E TOO SHORT 
FILE DIRECTORY FULL 

X=l if the file name is new and either unquoted or is delivered 

in association with the name of another user. 



X=2 if the abort terminator(?) is delivered. 
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Notes: 
i 
j 

1) 
I 

Although new tape files for the ordinary user will be created on 

! the standard user's tape, some users can specify the tape on which 

a new file is to be created. For such users a message 

TAPE SYS. NO. a::s 

is printed and a decimal number must here be delivered through the 

command-input medium. 

2) If the file name is quoted and not built in, one of the messages OLD 

FILE or NEW,FILE is sent to the command output medium. As described 

above, this'message may be suppressed by setting bit 2 of A on entry. 

3) An attempt to change the logical structure of an old file (from 

random to sequential or vice versa) will elicit a message to notify 

the user before the name terminator is delivered. 

DRS 63 - Delete name ~rom file directory 

Takes in B a string pointer 

in X a dual file number 

The entry parameters are used to designate a name in the file 

directory in the manner of BRS 15. The name is removed from the directory 

subject to the following conditions: 

A tape file or built-in file cannot be deleted in this way. The 

ERS will in this case allow the user to delete all its names 

except the last. 

When a pseudonym is delivered to the BRS the pseudonym itself is lost. 

When the last name of a scratch file is deleted, the file's contents 

is also lost. 

A successful deletion is followed by a skip return. 



R-21 
March 8, 1967 

12-14 

A no-skip return indicates that the attempt to delete failed. The 

contents of X will indicate the reason for failure as follows: 

X=-3,-2,-1 correspond to no-skip returns from BRS 1 with 

A=-2,-1,O respectively. Such an exit results only 

from an attempt to delete a drum file. 

X=o indicates an attempt to delete the last name of a 

tape or built-in file. 

X=l if the name is not in the file directory. 

12.5 Opening Scratch Files 

Scratch files are all kept on the drum. They.differ from ordinary 

files.in that they disappear completely when the user who created them 

logs out. A fixed amount of drum space is available to each user for 

scratch files, which be may allocate as he sees fit. If ever he attempts 

to exceed the allocation a message will be given. 

A scratch file may be created by BRS 16 or any of the commands which 

create a new file, by delivering to them a new scratch name (see 12.1). 

Alternatively, for a scratch file with a name of the form /ddd/ where d 

is any decimal digit, the elaborate string delivery and recognition 

procedure of BRS's 15, 16, 63 can be bypassed by using ERS's 18, 19, 65 

respectively. Instead of a string pointer and dual file number, these 

three ERSs take, for file identification, an integer in X. The decimal 

equivalent of this number as a string of three digits enclosed between 

slashes is then used as a file name to refer to the file in the conven-

tional way. 



BRS 18 

Takes in.A a code word 

in X an integer 
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This provides an alternative way of referencj.ng and opening for input, 

scratch files whose names are decimal integers. 

The number in X is transformed into its equivalent string of three 

decimal digits enclosed between slashes, 5 characters in a.ll, (a number 

which exceeds 999 is taken to desi@1ate the string /999/). This string 

should be a predefined name in the caller's file directory. The sub-

sequent action of this ERS is to open the file for input in exactly 
i 

the manner of BRS 15, i.e. dependent on bits 1 and 2 of A; the return 

conditions are the same as for BRS 15. 

BRS 19 

Takes in A a code word 

in X an integer 

By means of this BRS a scratch file with a decimal-integer name can be 

opened for output. As for BRS 18, the numb~r in X is first transformed 

to a string of three decimal digits enclosed betw'een slashes. The name 

is then treated as a possibly new name for a scratch file, belonging to 

the caller, in exactly the manner of BRS 16. Bits 0 to 5 of A also have 

the same signi~icance as for BRS 16. 

BRS&) 

Takes in X an integer 

The-integer is converted into a string of three decimal digits, as in 

BRS 18, 19. The action therea~ter is exactly as for BRS 63, successful 

deletion being indicated by a skip return. 
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12.6 Format of the Fiie Directory, some ]mplementation Details 

File names, group names and pseudonyms are contained in a hash 

structure of the type described in the S~ Manual (Document R-17). The 

first two words of each hash table entry are the conventional string 

pointers to the file name. The third word (the string "value") is a 

pointer to a 4-word "description block". In these four words is held 

all the information necessary to characterize the name, whether it be 

the name of a drum file, tape file, special group, pseudonym, etc. 

Notice that several entries in the hash table may point to a singl~ 

description block; the associated names are then synonyms for the same 

object, which can be referenced by anyone of them. 

The command DEFINE NAME creates a new name to point to an existing 

description block; conversely DELETE NAME detaches the name from its 

description block, the description block itself is lost only if this 

was the only name pointing to it. 

Certain parameters associated with each file directory are listed 

on page l2A. The format of a single hash table entry with attached file 

description block is sketched on page 12B. 

Executive commands and BRSs are available for interrogating and 

changing parts of the user's file directory. The commands FILE DIRECTORY 

and SET MODES FOR FILE are described in the manual for the TSS Executive 

(Document R-22). The corresponding BRSs are BRS 60, 48. 

ERS 60 - Interrogate file Description Block 

Takes in B the address of a string pointer 
\ 

in X a dual file number 

The entry data are used, in the manner of BRS 15, to determine a file. The 

first three words of the description block for that file (see p. 128) 



are skip-returned in A) B and X respectively. 

I 
BRS' 48 - Set File Mode 

Takes in A a file mode word 

in B a string pointer address 

in X a dual file number. 
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B and X are used, in the manner of ERS 15, to determine a file name. 

BRS 48 will then usefue information in A to set or change the special 

group membership, type and accessibility of the specified file (which 

must belong to the caller). 

All of these characteristics are determined by bits 1 to 4, and 6 to 16 

of the third, "mode", ltord of the description block associated with the 

file (see p. l2B). BRS 48 directly replaces these bits by the corres-

p~nding bits of A after checking A for consistency and existence of the 

specified special group. 

A successful mode change is denoted by a skip return, failure by a 

return without skipping. 
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. (A) PREFIX AND STORAGE ARRANGEMENTS 

o FLENGT ZRO File directory length 

1 CFTADD ZRO Address of end of file directory 

2 

3 
} 4 
I 

5 
6 

7 

9 
10 

11 

12 

13 

Unused 

SGNUSD ZRO (Bits set to indicate special group numbers in use) 

Unused 

STRrl 

P1'RN 

FIDW 

ZRO System tape n~~ber 

ZRO Private tape reel number 

ZRO Drum index block address for this file directory; 
user number in opcode bits 

TAPPAN ZRO System tape parameters: number of first tape file 
(bits 0-11), number of tape files allowed (bits 12-23) 

BSS 
HTL 

EHTL 

FDSS 

ZRO Address of beginning of description block storage 

ZRO Beginning of hash table (BRS 5,6 table) 

ZRO End of hash table 

ZRO BRS 5,6 link 

ZRO Character address of beginning of string storage 
(WCH table) 

14 EFDSS ZRO End of string storage 

15 ZRO Exit to garbage collector 

The remaining parts of the file directory appear in the following order: 

Hash table (HTL, EHTL) 

String storage (EHTL, BSS) 

File description block storage (BSS, CFTADD) 
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o I POJlf.rER TO ~ 
~ ~: ____________ ~DE~S~C~R~I~n~jI~m~~~B~~ __ K~~~~~~_S~S _____________________ ~ 

The name may be a file name, spec ial group nmne, read- in 

group nwme, or a pseudonym. 

(C ) TYPICAL DESCRIPl'ION BLOCK ENl'RY 

o 
1 

2 

3 ~ _____ ~~ ____ ~~~ __ ~I _______ ~ ______ ~ _______ L ______ ~ ______ ~ 
9 12 18 21 

(bits) 

[0 1 1,1 1 0,1 1 1,1 1 1.1 1 I, 1 1 OJ 0 0 0, 0 0 ·0] 

Mask for BRS 48 

SR = sequential or random 1 = random 

PRA = private accessibility 1 = read only 

PUA = public accessibility O. denied to public 
1 = public read only 

TAPE 

2 • public read and write 

SGA z special group accessibility 0 ~ read and write 
1 • read· Qnly 

o file came from system 
tape 

1 file came from private 
tape 

RGN ~ read-in group number o. none 

SON = special group number o· none c~ - called by owner 

CF II: change flag 

S = status o. file permanently on drum 
1 = file on drum 
2 = file on system tape 
3 = file on private tape 

CiT • number of people who have 
c a.lled the fil.e and not 
logged out. 



POSSIBLE FORMATS FOR A FIT....E DmECTORY ENTRY 

(A) THREE-WORD HASH TABLE ENTRY 
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WORDS 0,1 

WORD 2 

[Bits 8 to 23] - String pointer to name in F.D. string store . .ge 

- Pointer to 4-word description block 

or -1 (unattached. name) 

unattached names may be created by commands which are not completed. If 

not deleted explicitly, they will be so automatically, when next encountered 

in a command or ERS. 

(B) FOUR-WORD DESCRIPrION BLOCK 

1. TAPE or PERMANENT FILES 

WORD 0 

WORD 1 
WORD 2 

WORD 3 

SR = sequential or random 

PRA = private accessibility 

PUA = public accessibility 

1 = random 

1 := read only 

o = denied to 
public 

1 = public read only 

u 

2 := public read and write 

SGA = special group accessibility 0 = read and write 
1 = read only 

SGN = special group number 0 = none 

S = status 0 = file permanently on drum 
1 = file on drum 

U = unused 

2 = file on system tape 
3 = file on private tape 



2. SCRATCH FILES 

WORD 1· = -1 

WORD 0 = 0, WORDS 2, 3 as for TAPE FILES 

3. BUJLT-IN FILES 

WORD 3 = -2 WORD 2 = 0 

a. Device WORD 0 = 0 
WORD 1 [9 to ilJ ::: no. of tape unit 
WORD 1 [12 to 17] = device no. (0 p) 
WORD 1 [18 to 23) = device no. (l:P) 

.... b. Permanent file no. WORD 0 ~ 0 

4. SPECIAL GROUPS 

WORD 1 [6 to 11] = file no. (o-p) 
WORD 1 [18 to 23] = file no. (l-P) 
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\-10RD 2 = -1 

WORD 0 = 0 WORD 1 = creation date WORD 3 [20 to 23J = group no. 

5. PSEUDONYMS 

WORD 3 = -1 

WORDS 0,1 = string pointer to real string WORD 2 = 0 
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FORMAT FOR USER DIRECTORY ENI~Y 

(A) PREFIX AND STORAGE ARRANGEMENTS 

0 BURT ZRO Beginning of hash table (BRS 5,6 table) 

1 EUHT ZRO End of hash table 

2 ZRO BRS 5,6 link 

3 BUDSS ZRO Character address of beginning of string storage 
(WCH table) 

4 EUDSS ZRO End of string storage 

5 ZRO Garbage collection option 

6 BUDBT ZRO Address of beginning of description block table 

7 LUDB ZRO Length of each user description block 

The remainder of the directory appears in the following order: 

Hash table (BUHT, EUHT) 

String storage (Emrr, BUDBT) 

User description blocks (BUDBT, end of directory) 

(B) THREE-~'10RD HASH TABLE ENTRY 

-.-.12C 

I 

WORDS 0,1 [Bits 8 to 23) - String pointer to user name in U.D. s~ring storage 

WORD 2 [15 to 23) - User number. 

(c) SEVEN-WORD DESCRIPrION BLOCK ENTRY 

o HTA 7.RO Address of hash table entry (backward pointer) 

1 FDL ZRO Drum address of file~directory 

2 DA ZRO Maxtmum drum block allowance 

3 AW ZRO Access word (determines user's status) 

4 PiT ZRO Password hash code 

5 CTW ZRO Total computation time (in real-time-clock cycles) 

6 L'lW ZRO Total time logged in (in seconds) 



13.0 Executive Commands Related to Files 
j 
! 
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Executive commands related to files are described in detail in 
i 

Document R-22, the TSS Reference Manual. 



14.0 Execut i ve Commands 
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The camnands which are accepted by the executive are described in 
I 

detail in Document R-22, the TSS Reference Manual. 



15.0 Subsystems 

The time sharing system is organized into a central executive, whictL 

perfo~s a minimum number of f'Ul1ctions, and a considerable number of Bub-
I 

, I 
systems vlhich perform more specia11.zed functions. Each of' these sllbsYSt8fQS 
I. :' 

is celled by givine its name to the executive as a command. The result of 

thic 0per rJ.tion ifl to bring the subsystem off the drum with the nharcd InCJfnI'Y 

lor~ic descrtbed irl 3(~et1.on 16 t3l1d to transfer to its start ine point. The ' 

system will thereafter remember the subsystem which is in use awl will 
1 

accept the CONTllruE conun:md as an instruction to re-entf.!r the sul)s'yGtern 

vlithout any ini tiD-liz [-It ion. Thus J for example, the line 

@,DDT. 

"lOuld call the debugging system. The line 

@,cONTINUE DDT. 

would re-enter DDT without initializing. Most of the subsystems are 

permanently present in the shared memory table which is discussed in 

3ection 16, and may therefore be called on by 8. user pror~ram. 

SubsyGtems presently a.vailable in the tirne-sha.ring system f.l.r8: 

ARPAS: A symbolic macro assemuler 

DDT: The debu~ging 3ystem 

Q,ED: The symbolic text editor 

FTC: Fortran compiler 

FOS: Tne Fortran loader and operatin~ system 

-AJ.IJ : The Algol compiler 

AOS: The Algol loader and operatine system 

CAL: Conversational algebraic languaee 

LISP: The list processing language 



SNOBOL: A string processine laneuage 

TRAC: Another string process ing lan[,ruage 

December 30) 19&) 

l~-~~ 

n.u>: An integrated machine language progrannning system 

Q,AS: A question answering system 

All subsystems n.tld the executive itself will E.1.ccept the cormnanrl HELP, 

~'lhich vtill co.ll in the question answering subsystem and the (1.pproprib,te dat,;. 

l)~J.~e lJlldcll "'ill be nule to :D1:Jwer questions about the system in'/olvecl. Th(: .. 

(V\S subsystem is used. to. prepare data. ba.ses for commarlCls. 



i 
16 [) Sh ared l'iemory LoGic 
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I. . 
'fhe' monl tor mechaY1J.Gms for controlling memory confiGUration Wld for 

puttine mem0ry lJlocks into the shared memory ta.ble have been described in 

I 
iJection 5. This section is concerned. w:1.th the m(~ans h,Y vrhich a pr0:~rrun c:Jn 

. rWlw::rl h.'/ otber 1J[~crs. 

There is 8. C;lolJG.l table called the named memory t:lrJle (NMT). ILs 

c0113truction is "[ery similar to thE.t of the file dIrectory 'out it points 

to chunks of shared memory rather than to files. The forlflat of a.D NMT 

entry is ind.ic ated on the follo\1:jn[~ page. 

'An NMT entry is referenc ed eX8,ct1y like a file directory) i. e .} yd, Lft 

NANE 

or 

(passvTord) llAl·1E 

usine; 

BRS 100 

BRS 100 takes the same a.rgl..lInents as BRS 15 in B [lnc1 X. It takes no 

arJuments in A. If it is successful, it returns in AB the relabellinc; 

registers defined by the Nl..rr entry and skips; othen'rise it fa i Is to skip. 

Whether the password is required is determined by the author of the entr} 

\.[hen he inserts it into the table. The startinf~ address associated with 

the entry is returned in X. 

To make an entry in NMT, use the following instru~tions: 

LDA =NPrR 

l2JB---- =PPl'R 

LDX =RLW 

BRS 99 
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NPTR is the address of the name of the entry. If there is another 

entry with the same name belonging to the same user, it is removed. If 

there is another entry with the same name belonging to another user, the 

BRS 99 fails and returns without skipping. PPTR is the address of a string 

which serves as the password for this entry. This string is encoded into 

24 bits in Bome uniform fa.shion, and the same encoding is used to determine 

whether a password supplied with BRS 100 is correct. If the B re~i8ter is 

0, no password will be required for the entry. RIM is the address of the 

first of two relabelling registers. The word following the second re-

labelling register is taken as the starting address for the entry. The 

PMT entries indicated by these registers will be transferred to S?q,r and 

the appropriate specification will be constructed in NMT. Whenever this 

entry is extracted from NMT by a BRS 100, each byte of the relabelling 

registers returned will point to exactly the same memory block as the one 

addressed by the corresponding byte in the relabelling registers deljvered 

to BRS 99. The actual bits in the byte may, of course, be different, 

since the pointing is done indirect through a given user's PMT. 

An entry may be deleted from NMT with BRS 101, which takes the same 

arguments as BRS 100. Only the owner may delete an entry. All entries 

belonging to a given owner are deleted when he logs out. When an ID.rr 

entry is deleted, or'when any PMT entry which points to SMT is deleted, 

a check is made to see whether there remain any entries in any user's PMT 

or in NMT which point to the SMT entry involved. If not, the entry is 
\ 

deleted from SMT. 

Subsystems are permanent entries in NMT. Any user may therefore call 

on a subsystem simply by executing BRS 99 with a Bubsystem name. The result 
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'Hill be) of course, to deliver the subsystem relabelline to him. He may 

the}: do vrhate~:er he "vTants vTi th it. Since subsystems are alwD.ys rea.d onl.Y J 

t';lere is no 'VTay for him to damage the subsystem. 

Another kind of aharerl memory is provided, in connectir)n vri tb the: 

file J H file vTit}~ t:rpE! 5. ~;llch fJ. file is in a. senae eqlJi 'nJ.lent to f;!l NMT 

entr:r. It contains the:: contents of D. num'ber of blocks of memory to:~eth(~r 

",i th the same information contained in an NMT spec l.fication. A subsystem 

file may also contain any number of sta.rtirJ[~ addresses. Such a fIle rna,] 'be 

crea.ted Hit~ BRS 102, vlhich takes. the arguments of BRS 16 and also tf:llces 

in the followine three vlords: 

1) The a.ddress of the relabelling words 

2) The address of a starting address ta.ble 

3) The leneth of the startinij address table 

To read frOT:l such a file J execute ERS 103 ' .. Tith the arguments of BEG 1:';. 

The effect is to convert the contents of the file into an NMT entry unci to 

set up the first s ~arting address in the start inc: address table as the 

NMT startinG address. The two "lords rolloT/ring the BRS 103 specify the 

location ut "Thich the startin{~ eil.dress 'Vlill be copied an r'l the number of 

vl')rds on the table vlhich c an be a.ccepted. The relabellinr~ a.ssoc iaterJ with 

the NM.r entry is returned in A and B a.s it is by BRS 100. 

,This mechanism provides a way for a. user to create a file vlhich he 

and. other userS cuT! regard as a subsystem. Ouch n pseuclo-oulisystccn CfJI; !J'. 

\ 
cor;rrnon and con have a number of starting e.ddresses. In fact, it hn.s all of 

the characteristics of a built-in subsystem except that it is not quite so 

convenient to ~et at. The executi "re GO TO corrunand vril1, hOvTever J :.!.ccept a 

subsystem file as "Tell as a save file and vrill do the reasonable thing in 

the former case. The named memory logic is not ~lemented at the moment. 
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The execllti ve pro'fidcG a number of BRS t r; vlhicb e.re serviceD for the: 

I 

').8(: r. 11u.n:r 0 r the:se U.{'f: incorpor:::..tccJ In the string procc D a ing 3.:r8 tern or 

in the floating point p~.l,ckage nnrl D.re dcscri'bcd in the next tvlO sc;ctions. 

To input an inte;~er to any rorlix the instructions 

LDB ==radix 

LDX =file 

BRS 38 

mr.y be executed. The number, "rhich may he preceded by a plus or minus sir~n, 

is returned in "the A register and the non-numeric character which tcrmlnv.tcd 

the number in the B re13ister. The number is computed by multipl:yin[~ Lhe 

nur1ber obtained at each sta{~e by the radix a.nd adding the ne~vT r1i.(~1 t. It 

is therefore unlikely that the rie:ht thing will happen if the numher' or 

digits is too large. 

To output a number to arbitrary radix the instructions 

LDB =radix 

LDX =file 

LDA number 

BRS 36 

may be executed. The rlUt'l1ber "Till he output 0.8 an unsil.?1ed 24 bjt Intcr~er. 

If' the radix is less than ~, an error will be indicated. 

To set the date and time into a string} the operations 

LDP PI'R 

BRS ____ 91 

may be executed. The current date and time are appended to the string 

provided in AB e.nd the resultinG strin~ is returned. The characters 



appended have the form: 

rom/ dd/ To! hhmm: s s 

Hours a.re counted from 0 to 2!t. 

Deceml)(~r 30, lj(Q 

rl-~' 
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A -cesident part of the system is a packtl.r~e of Btrinr~ hp.,nrjlinr~ r01J I,:i.n(:n. 

These Ij.re t] i:3(!usserl in rleto.:l.l in their ovm rnrJnun.l, document jO.10. ~'O, ;UV) 

\'1111 I"Jnly r)(; 1iste<l here. 

Gcr 

Her 

vlCH 

SKSE 

3KSG 

GCD 
wen 
BRS 5 

BRS 6 

DRS ')? 
J..J 

BRS 3tl-

BRS 35 

DRS 37 

Get character :)11<1 increm(;:nt 

vl1'i te character onto strine; 

Write character onto strine storage 

Skip on string 'equal 

Skip on string ~reater 

Get character and decrement 
Write character and decrement 
-wok up strinG in hash table 

Insert string in ha.sh table 

Input string 

Output string f.:iven word address 

output string r~iven strinr~ pointer 

General command lookup 

L 

SPS includes symbol table lookup facilities, and a. strin~~ storD.r.~e 

earbage collector is available as a libre.ry subroutine. fjtrinr::s are com-

posed of e bit characters packed 3 per word and are addressed h.i ? vlord 

strint3 pointers. 1\10 :JY8POPs "Thich are fortnal1y part of 3PJ but \'lllir.!h arc 

useful in floating point operations and in general pro:~rrunminf~ ure: 
\ 

LDP Load pointer 

STP Store pointer 

Toese are c.louble liard operations vlhich load A and n from thE.: effr.:cti.ve 

address and the next location or store A and B into the effectivE: nJld-rC:8fJ 

and the next location] respectively. 
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19.() Floatin,g Point 

1')-: 

Floating point arithmetic anel input/output operations are buIlt i rltu 
I 

the system. I The user may therefore think of 930 as a machine which has 

both in its hardvTare. The floa.tin{~ point system is dencrHJed in ito O'V1Y1 

manual) document 30.10.40. A brief' summary of the aVf:dlable operaf~ioIls 

is jnr.:lllded here. 

LDP Wf;J,U pointer (t'~lo-word loa.d) 

STP Store pointer (two-vTord store) 

FAD 

, FSB Floating subtract 

FMP Floating multiply 

FDV Floating divide 

BRS 21 FNA or floatinf~ negate 

BRS 50 Fix 

BRS 51 Float 

SIC String to internal conversion 

ISC Internal to 8trin~ conversiOTl 

BRS 52 Formatted floating inplJt 

BRS )3 Formatted floating output 

The floating point format is similar to the SDS str.mdard: tyro vv)rds 

are used for each num'ber and the exponent is housed in the bo"t tom '~ bits 

of the second vlord. Conversions between this internal binary format:. and 

0. string of decimal digits, decimal points and exponentn can b(: carried 

out with ISC and SIC. These may be reBarded as c?nvers1.orl [,b.ther th1),n 
,~ 

input-output operations. To perform the input-outP1Jt f.1n(l con'rer8io!j 

simultaneously BRS's 52 and 53 are available. 
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BRS TABLE 

I 

NAk NUMBER FUNCTION 

AstetSk i.ndicates th~t the BRS is not implemented on 9/1/66 

MONO 1 Open file 9-1, 9-5 

MONCLS 2 Close file 9-1 
3 

MIT 4 Release memory 5-3 

SSCH 5 SPS search 18-1 

SSIN 6 SPS insert 18-1 
'l 

IOH 8 Close all files 9-1 

FKST 9 Open fork 3-1 

PPAN 10 Programmed panic 3-6 

eIB 11 Clear input buffer 7-5 

CET 12 Declare echo table 7-2 

SKI 13 Skip if input buffer empty 7-5 

DOB 14 Wait for output buffer empty 7-5 

EXGIFN 15 Symbolic input file name 12-3 

EXGOFN 16 Symbolic output file name 12-3 

EXSIFN 17 Scratch input file 12-8 

EXSOFN 18 Scratch output file 12-8 

EXSFDL 19 Delete scratch fl1e·~ 12-8 

RMDY 20 Read month, day, year 6-1 

FNA 21 Floating negate 19-1 

TPPAN 22 Send user back to exec 3-7 

LNKS 23 Link TTY 7_'( 

LNKC 24 Unlink 7-7 

MSGS ~ Set AM and AI bits 7-4 

SKROUT 26 Skip if rubout waiting (exec) 3-6 

ASTT 27 Attach TTY 7-4 

QSTT 28 Release TTY 7-4 



NAME 

C¢B 

FKRD 

FKWT 

FKTM 

GETSTR 

¢UTMSG 

¢UTSTR 

¢UTNUM 

GSr¢¢K 

GETNUM 

RDET 

I¢RET 

RREAL 

RDRL 

STRL 

SETFDC 

SRIH 

FFIX 

FFLT 

FFI 

RRSB 

MRSB 

MBEX 

NUMBER 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

50 

51 

52 

57 

FUNCTION 

Clear output buffer 

Rf::t<il. fork 

Wait for fork 

Terminate fork 

Collect string 

Output message 

Output string 

Output number 

General string lookup 

Re ad ntunber 

AUv,tlst 8, 1966 
A-? 

"(-6 

3· 3 -

3- 3 

3- 3 

1F3-1 

1'(-1 

LU-l 

17-1 

Read echo table 7-3 

R,::t.ll:"'n from I/O subroutine 11-2 

Read clock 6-1 

Read relabeling 5-2 

Set relabeling 5-? 

Dismiss on quantum overflow 2-3 

Turn rubout off 3-6 

Turn rub out on 3- 6 

Set fd control word 12-7 

Read interrupts armed 4-2 

Fix 19-1 

Float 19-1 

Formatted floating input 19-1 

Formatted floating output 19-1 

Reserve resident block 5-5 
-:(" 

Make or release resident block 5-4 

Make block executive 5-5 

Guarantee l6ms computing 2- 3 
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NAME; 

SSMF 

CBRF 

RFDC 

SGDEF 

SGDEL 

RGDEF 

RGDEL 

DFDL 

DFER 

EBSM 

GBSM 

SKXEC 

EXDMS 

EPPAN 

*FSWT 

*FSFZ 

*FSMT 

*FSTM 

SAm 
SIIR 
MBRO 

WHEAL 

SWSF 

*HELPS 

*HELFM 

SET8p 

NUMBER 

59 

60 

61 

62 

63 

'64 
&5 
66 

67 

68 

69 

70 

71 

72 

73 

74 

75 

76 

77 

78 
79 
80 

81 

82 

FUNCTION 

Define secondary memory 

Clear block in random drum file 

Read file directory entry 

Define special group 

Delete special ~roup 

Define read-in group 

Delete read-in group 

Delete drum file (contents only) 

Delete specified file block 
(exec only) 

Enter block in SMT 

Get SMT block to FMT 

Skip if executive 

Exec dismissal 

Economy panic 

Wait 

Freeze 

Melt 

Destroy 

Arm interrupts 
Cause interrupt 
Make block RO 

Dismiss for specified time 

'Switch sequential file to 
input or output 

Call Help system 

Call Help maintenance 

Set special teletype output 

August H J 1966 
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10-2 

10-3 

12-6 

12 ... 7 

1?-7 

12-2 

12-7 

9-5 

9-5 

5-3 

5-3 

6-1 

3-4 

3-5 

3-5 

3-5 

3-6 

4-1 
4-1 
5-3 

6-1 

9-2 

7-8 



NAME 

crn8p 

DFRX 

R'I'EX 

FSCF 

DFR 

EXRTTh1 

ECCOPY 

ECSAVE 

ECPIAC 

ECDUMP 

ECRECV 

ECFNDU 

ECCSLT 

*ENSM 

*GNSM 

*DNSM 

*ESSF 

*GSSF 

RSYB 

WSYB 

FKWA 

FKRA 

FKTA 

DMS 

RDU 

BRSRET 

TSOFF 

NUMBER 

86 

87 

88 

89 

90 

91 

. 92 

93 

94 

95 

96 

97 

98 

99 

100 

101 

102 

103 

104 

105 

106 

107 

108 

109 

110 

III 

112 

FtmCTION 

Clear special te1ety~e output 

Read drum h10ck 

Read execution time 

Cause freeze 

Declare fork for robout 

Time to string 

Copy 

Save 

. Place 

Dump 

Recover 

Find user 

Consult with user 

Make NNT entry 

Read 1'1rTr entry 

Remove NMT entry 

Make subsystem-type file 

Get subsystem-type file 

Read 2K block 

Write 2K block 

Wait for any fork to terminate 

Read all fork statuses 

Terminate all forks 
\ 

Dismiss 

Read device and unit 

Return from exec BRS (exec oniy) 

Turn off teletype station 
(exec only) 

August e, 1906 
A-4 

7-8 

9-5 

6-1 

3-6 

"3-5 

17-1 

14 

14 

14 

14 

14 

14 

14 

16-1 

16-1 

16-2 

16-3 

16-3 

5-5 

5-5 

3-3 

3-3 

3-3 

5-1 

9-6 

6-2 

7-4 
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.... 

NAME NtMSER FUNCTION 

DFCD 113 Count da.te. in drtnn file 9-5 

Ml'DI 114 Disconnect W-buffer (exec only) 9-7 

115 

RURL 116 Read user relabeling 5-3 

SURL 117 Set use re labelinp; 5-3 

TGET 118 TJ.)ck up ta.pe un1 t 9-8 

TREL 119 Unlock tape unit 9-8 

APMTE 120 Assign PMT entry 5-3 

DIMrE 121 Release specified mT entry 5-3 

MPAN, 122 Simulate memory panic (exe'c only) 6-2 



B~O 
Tbo 

I 

TCl 
i 

BRS 
J 

CTRL 

SBRR 

SBRM 

STP 

LDP 

GeI 

WCH 

SKSE 

SKSG 

CIO 

-WIO 

WCI 

FAD 

FSB 

FMP 

FDV 

EXB 

~ST 

!ST 

SAS 

176 

175 

174 

173 

172 

171 

170 

167 

166 

105 

164 

163 

162 

161 

160 

157 

156 

155 

154 

153 

152 

151 

150 

147 

SYSTEM PROGRAMMED OPERATORS 

Block input-output 

Teletype character output 

Teletype charact~r input 

Branch to system 

Input-output control 

System branch 8l1d return 

System subroutine call 

August 8) 196?; 
B-1 

9-3 

7-2 

7-2 

Append i:x ~, 

9-4, 9-( 

Store pointer 18-1,19-1 

Load pointer 18-1,1)-J 

G€t character and increment 10-1 

Write character lB-1 

Skip on Eltrin~ equal lB-1 

Skip on st.Tin~ greater 18-1 

Character input-output 9-2 

Word input-output 9-3 

Wri te character and increment 18-1 

Floating add 19-1 

Floating subtract 19-1 

Floating multiply 1.:)-1 

Floating divide 19-1 

~xecute instruction in eystem mode 6-2 

Output to specified teletype 7-4 

Input from specified te1et~e 7-4 

Store in secondary memory 10-3 


