


































































































































Illegal initialization info passed with create-if-not-found link. 

Class: rare Type: linker 

This is issued by the binder or linker (as the code for a linkage error), and 
generally indicates a damaged object segment. 

Illegal procedure fault in FIM by user's process. 

Class: common, programming Type: fatal process error 

This message usually only appears to accompany a fatal process error message; 
it indicates that the system has encountered an error condition too serious 
to attempt to recover the process. Usually caused by a malfunctioning 
program either overwriting or deleting the stack. 

Illegal self reference type. 

Class: rare Type: linker 

This is issued by the binder or linker (as the code for a linkage error), and 
generally indicates a damaged object segment. 

Illegal structure provided for trap at first reference. 

Class: rare Type: linker 

This is issued by the binder or linker (as the code for a linkage error), and 
generally indicates a damaged object segment. 

Illegal syntax in equal name. 

Class: common Type: any command 

This indicates that an invalid equal name was supplied as an argument, 
perhaps because it was used in the wrong argument position. 

Illegal type code in type pair block. 

Class: rare Type: linker 

This is issued by the binder or linker (as the code for a linkage error), and 
generally indicates a damaged object segment. 

Illegal use of equals convention. 

Class: common Type: commands 

This indicates that the command is not equipped to deal with equal names. 

Improper access class/authorization to perform operation. 

Class: common Type: access control 

This indicates that an operation could not be performed because the process 
did not have sufficient access to perform it. It can only occur at sites 
that use the Access Isolation Mechanism (AIM) for access control. Common, 
but at AIM sites only. 

4-13 CH26-00 



Improper access on handler for this signal. 

Class: rare, programming Type: subroutines 

This indicates that an signal handler could not be accessed. Its original 
meaning is no longer relevant, and it should never be used in new programs. 

Improper access on user's linkage segment. 

Class: rare Type: environment 

This indicates that the linkage section could not be accessed. Its original 
meaning is no longer relevant, and it should never be used in new programs. 

Improper access on user's stack. 

Class: rare, programming Type: subroutines 

This indicates that a stack segment could not be accessed. Its original 
meaning is no longer relevant, and it should never be used in new programs. 

Improper access to given argument. 

Class: rare, programming Type: subroutines 

This indicates that an argument could not be accessed. Its original meaning 
is no longer relevant, and it should never be used in new programs. 

Improper mode specification for this device. 

Class: common Type: 1/0 system 

This indicates that an 
does not exist, such 
command. 

attempt was made to set an 1/0 device to a mode that 
as an invalid tty mode in the use of the set tty 

Improper syntax in command name. 

Class: rare Type: command process 

This indicates a malformed command name. See description in Section 2. 

Incompatible character encoding mode. 

Class: common Type: 1/0 system 

This indicates that an attempt was made to read or write a tape with a 
character encoding mode that is incompatible with the label standard or with 
the hardware itself. 

Inconsistent combination of control arguments. 

Class: common Type: commands 

This indicates that the control arguments were 
contradictory or invalid combination of operations. 
this error is entirely dependent on the command 
documentation of that command for details. 
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Inconsistent multiplexer bootload data supplied. 

Class: rare, programming Type: I/O system 

This indicates that a tty channel multiplexor could not be loaded because its 
data is inconsistent; it will most likely occur in the Initializer process, 
in response to the load_mpx operator command. 

Incorrect I/O channel specification. 

Class: rare Type: I/O system 

This indicates that an invalid I/O channel name was supplied to a command or 
subroutine. 

Incorrect access on entry. 

Class: common Type: commands 

This message is usua~~y followed by a pathname and indicates that the process 
has insufficient access to the object in order to perform the requested 
operation. 

Incorrect access to directory containing entry. 

Class: common Type: storag~ system 

This indicates that an operation, such as deletion or renaming, cannot be 
performed by the user because he has insufficient access to the directory 
containing the object. Use the list acl command to find out who has access, 
and, if there is sufficient access,-the set acl command to change access on 
the directory. 

Incorrect detachable medium label. 

Class: rare Type: I/O system 

This indicates that the label on a disk or tape either could not be read at 
all, or does not agree with the expected value. 

Incorrect recording media density. 

Class: rare Type: I/O system 

This, generally returned from an IiO module, indicates that an attempt was 
made to read a tape at the wrong density. Try another density. 

Indicated device assigned to another process. 

Class: rare Type: Rep 

This indicates that an I/O device could not be assigned to the current 
process. 

Initial connection socket is in an improper state. 

Class: rare Type: ARPANet 

This indicates that an internal error has occurred in the ARPANet software. 
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Input ring number invalid. 

Class: rare 

Should be self-explanatory. 

Insufficient access to return any information. 

Class: common Type: commands 

This indicates that the process has insufficient access to determine anything 
at all about the specified entry (even whether it exists or not). 

Insufficient access to use specified block size. 

Class: common Type: 1/0 system 

This indicates that the user is attempting to use a large block size for tape 
or disk 1/0 and does not have access to the Access Control Segment (ACS) that 
allows this. The user should either reduce the block size, or contact the 
system administrator to request access. The ACS is )sc1)rcp)workspace.acs. 

Insufficient information to open file. 

Class: common Type: 1/0 system 

This indicates that the 1/0 module requires more information than it has 
already been given to open the file; some parameter is missing. 

Insufficient quota on logical volume. 

Class: rare Type: storage system 

This indicates that there is not enough quota remaining on the logical volume 
to create the specified directory or change its quota. The set_volume_quota 
command can be used to increase the available quota. 

Internal inconsistency in control segment. 

Class: rare Type: 1/0 system 

This indicates that an inconsistency has been detected in the control segment 
for an 1/0 switch, probably due to a system program logic error. The 
operation may succeed if the switch is closed and reopened, and will almost 
certainly succeed after a new_proc. 

Internal index out of bounds. 

Class: rare Type: network 

This indicates that an internal error has occurred in the ARPANet software. 
It only occurs at sites running the ARPANet. It is generally indicative of 
an inconsistency in the system, and must be corrected by system maintenance 
personnel. The operation that failed may work if tried again. 

Invalid backspace_read order call. 

Class: common Type: 1/0 system 

Explanation unavailable. 
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Invalid delay value specified. 

Class: common Type: 1/0 system 

This indicates an attempt to set invalid values for tty carriage motion 
delays; some value or values is too large or negative. 

Invalid element size. 

Class: common Type: 1/0 system 

Explanation unavailable. 

Invalid logical record length. 

Class: common Type: 1/0 system 

This indicates that the record length is not compatible with the blocksize. 
For instance, many 1/0 record formats require that the record length be no 
larger than the blocksize. 

Invalid mode specified for ACL. 

Class: common Type: access control 

This indicates an attempt to set an invalid ACL mode, such as One containing 
invalid characters. 

Invalid move of quota would change terminal quota to non terminal. 

Class: common Type: access control 

This indicates an attempt to move quota from a directory that has other 
directories with quotas underneath it. It is required that all directories 
superior to a directory with a quota limit (nonzero quota) also have nonzero 
quotas, except for master directories. See the Reference Guide for details. 

Invalid multiplexer type specified. 

Class: rare 

This indicates an attempt to use an invalid tty multiplexor type. It should 
only occur in response to operator commands, or for systems programmers. 

Invalid physical block length. 

Class: common 

This indicates that 
length; for example, 
not multiples of 4. 

Type: 1/0 system 

an attempt was made to do 1/0 with an invalid block 
Multics cannot write tape blocks with lengths that are 

Invalid project for gate access control list. 

Class: common Type: access control 

This indicates an attempt to set the Access Control List (ACL) on a gate 
segment such that users on more than one project (not including SysDaemon) 
have access to it. Only system administrators can create gate segments that 
are accessible to multiple user projects. This can occur when setting-either 
the ring brackets or ACL on a segment. 
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Invalid variable-length record descriptor. 

Class: common Type: 1/0 system 

Explanation unavailable. 

Invalid volume identifier. 

Class: rare Type: RCP 

Explanation unavailable. 

Invalid volume name. 

Class: rare Type: RCP 

Explanation unavailable. 

Ioname already attached and active. 

Class: rare, programming Type: 1/0 system 

This indicates that the specified 1/0 stream is already attached, and hence 
may not be attached again. 

Ioname not active. 

Class: rare, programming Type: 1/0 syst~m 

This indicates an attempt to do 1/0 
stream that is not presently in use. 
obsolete (ios_) 1/0 system. 

with a stream name that specifies a 
This error only occurs in calls to the 

Ioname not found. 

Class: rare, programming Type: 1/0 system 

This indicates an 
nonexistent stream. 
1/0 system. 

Key out of order. 

Class: rare 

attempt to do 1/0 with a stream name that specifies a 
This error only occurs in calls to the obsolete (ios ) 

Type: 110 system 

This is a vfile error that indicates that the file was opened as keyed 
sequential output (which requires that all keys be entered in ascending 
order), and a key was detected to be not in ascending sequence. Open the 
file with keyed sequential update or reorder the keys appropriately. 

Line type number exceeds maximum permitted value. 

Class: rare Type: 1/0 system 

This indicates an attempt to use a tty line number that is too large. 
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Looping searching definitions. 

Class: rare Type: linker 

This is issued by the binder or linker (as the code for a linkage error), and 
generally indicates a damaged object segment. Specifically, it indicates 
that the definitions section contains more than one definition that would 
satisfy the search--for ~nstance, a reference to a bound seg$name might match 
both segname1$name and segname2$name, where segname1 and segname2 are two 
separate segnames defined in the bound segment. 

Master directory missing from MDCS. 

Class: rare Type: storage system 

This indicates that an inconsistency has been found in the master directory 
control segment (MDCS). 

Master directory quota must be greater than O. 

Class: rare Type: storage system 

This indicates that an attempt was made to set the quota of a master 
directory to zero or less. 

Mismatched iteration sets. 

Class: common Type: commands 

This indicates that a command line containing parentheses, to specify 
iteration, contained differing numbers of tokens in different sets of 
parentheses; for example: rename (filel file2 file3) (name1 name2). The 
command line is not executed. 

Mount request could not be honored. 

Class: common Type: RCP 

This indicates that a specified tape or disk could not be mounted, for one of 
several reasons: all the tape or disk drives might be in use, or offline 
during unattended service; the volume might not exist, or the operator might 
be unable to locate it; it might not be permitted for the current process to 
access the volume. 

Mount request pending. 

Class: rare 

Explanation unavailable. 

Multics IMP is down. 

Class: common Type: network 

This only occurs at sites running the ARPANet. It indicates that a network 
connection cannot be established because the Multics IMP hardware is not 
operating. 
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Multisegment file is inconsistent. 

Class: common Type: 1/0 system, commands 

This indicates that a multisegment file (MSF) is inconsistent, and cannot be 
used. A possible reason is missing or damaged components. 

Name duplication. 

Class: common Type: commands 

This indicates that an attempt was made to re-use a name that already exists 
in the directory. The default response for this is to either remove the name 
from the entry it already refers to, if the entry has multiple names, or to 
ask the user whether to delete the entry, if it has but one name. 

Network Control Program encountered a software error. 

Class: common Type: ARPANet 

This indicates that the ARPANet software encountered an internal error. This 
condition may clear itself automatically, or it may require that the system 
administrator re-initialize the network software. The operation that got the 
error should be retried at least once. 

Network Control Program not in operation. 

Class: common Type: ARPANet 

This indicates that the requested network connection could not be opened 
because the Multics Network Control Program is not presently operating. This 
may indicate a need for it to be reinitialized; contact the system 
administrator. 

Network connection closed by foreign host. 

Class: common Type: ARPANet 

This indicates that the network connection has been closed by the foreign 
host; most frequently, this indicates that the foreign host has crashed. 

New offset for pointer computed by seek entry is negative. 

Class: rare Type: ARPANet 

This indicates that an internal error has occurred in the ARPANet software. 

No 1/0 switch. 

Class: common Type: 1/0 system 

An attempt was made to perform an operation on a named 1/0 switch that does 
not exist. 

No device currently available for attachment. 

Class: common Type: 1/0 system 

This indicates that the requested device assignment could not be made because 
all such devices are already in use. 
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No execute permission on entry. 

Class: common Type: commands 

This indicates that the specified operation could not be performed because it 
requires that the process have execute access to the segment. 

No initial string defined for terminal type. 

Class: common Type: IIO system 

The initial string cannot be sent to the terminal because none is defined. 

No quota account for the logical volume. 

Class: rare Type: storage system 

This indicates that there is no quota account for this process on the 
specified logical volume. 

No unclaimed signal handler specified for this process. 

Class: rare Type: fatal process error 

This probably indicates that the stack header for the process has been 
mangled by a malfuctioning program. 

Number of blocks read does not agree with recorded block count. 

Class: rare Type: IIO system 

Explantion unavailable. 

One or more of the paths given are in error. 

Class: rare Type: storage system 

This indicates that an inconsistency has been found in the master directory 
control segment (MDCS). 

Operation not performed because of outstanding line_status information. 

Class: rare, programming Type: IIO system 

This indicates that a control order cannot be performed on a communications 
line because there is already a line status control order pending that has 
not returned results yet. 

Path violates volume or account pathname restriction. 

Class: rare Type: storage system 

This indicates that an inconsistency has been found in the master directory 
control segment (MDCS). 

Pathname already listed. 

Class: rare Type: storage system 

This indicates that an inconsistency has been found in the master directory 
control segment (MDCS). 
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Pathname appears more than once in the list. 

Class: rare Type: storage system 

This indicates that an inconsistency has been found in the master directory 
,...,...,.,+- .... ,...1 c;,orrmo,.,t- (MT')("~' 
"-''-1''.1 ""'" ""-"...L. ~"""'O"J"""".i "'" \. L!4-"_ ...... I. 

Pathname not found. 

Class: rare Type: storage system 

This indicates that an inconsistency has been found in the master directory 
control segment (MDCS). 

Physical end of device encountered. 

Class: common Type: 1/0 system 

This indicates that an attempt was made to read past the end of the device 
medium, such as an attempt to space past the EOF marker on a tape. 

Procedure called improperly. 

Class: common, programming Type: subroutines 

This indicates that a subroutine or command has been called improperly, and 
that there is no more specific code to describe the error. This code should 
alway be accompanied by some explanatory text message to describe the problem 
in more detail. 

Process lacks permission to alter device status. 

Class: common Type: 1/0 system 

This indicates an attempt to perform an 1/0 operation on a device that the 
process did not have sufficient access to; for instance, performing 
privileged control orders on a tty channel. 

Process lacks permission to initiate Network connections. 

Class: common Type: ARPANet 

This indicates that the requested network connection could not be opened 
because requesting process does not have proper access to use the network. 
Contact the system administrator for information about this. 

Process lacks sufficient access to perform this operation. 

Class: common Type: access control, storage system 

An operation was attempted for 
access. The operation for which 
the source of the message. 

which the process did not have sufficient 
access is required should be evident from 

Process lacks sufficient access to perform this operation. 

Class: rare Type: storage system 

This indic8tes that the process does not have appropriate access to the 
control segments for the logical volume to perform the operation. 
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Quota account has master directories charged against it. 

Class: rare Type: storage system 

A logical volume quota account may not be deleted if there are existing 
master directories in the hierarchy that charge against it. This can occur 
spuriously if the master directory control segment (MDCS) for the volume has 
been damaged; this damage can be repaired with the privileged check mdcs 
command. 

Record is too long. 

Class: common, programming Type: storage system 

This indicates that a call was made to read a record that could not be fit 
into the the supplied buffer. For stream 1/0, as much of the record as would 
fit is read into the buffer, and a subsequent read call will continue reading 
from the first byte following the last byte read. 

Record located by seek key has been deleted by another opening. 

Class: rare Type: 1/0 system 

This indicates that the described situation has occurred while manipulating a 
file. 

Record size must be positive and smaller than a segment. 

Class: rare Type: 1/0 system 

A call to the 1/0 system failed, for the reason described. 

Record with key for insertion has been added by another opening. 

Class: rare Type: 1/0 system 

This indicates that the described situation has occurred, while manipulating 
a file. 

Relevant data terminated improperly. 

Class: rare Type: 1/0 system 

This probably indicates that a final delimiter or data end marker was missing 
from an 1/0 record. 

Request for connection refused by foreign host. 

Class: common Type: ARPANet 

This indicates that the requested network connection could not be opened 
because the foreign host refused to connect. 

Request is inconsistent with current state of device. 

Class: common Type: 1/0 system 

This indicates an attempt to perform an 1/0 operation that cannot be 
performed due to the present state of the 1/0 device; for instance, hanging 
up an already hung-up tty line. 
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Request is inconsistent with state of socket. 

Class: rare Type: ARPANet 

This indicates that an internal error has occurred in the ARPANet software. 

Requested volume not yet mounted. 

Class: rare Type: 1/0 system 

This indicates that the volume will probably be mounted in the near future. 

Resource specification is invalid. 

Class: common Type: RCP 

This indicates that an RCP resource specification, such as an argument to an 
Rep command, does not have valid syntax. 

Reverse interrupt detected on bisync line. 

Class: rare Type: 1/0 system 

This indicates that an error has occurred while doing 1/0 on a bisync 
communications line. 

Search list is empty. 

Class: common Type: environment 

This indicates that an attempt was made to use or examine a search list with 
no components. The search list must be reinitialized and the operation 
retried. 

Segment contains characters after final delimiter. 

Class: rare 

This indicates that an ascii segment could not be parsed because it was not 
in the expected format. 

Some directory in path specified does not exist. 

Class: common Type: commands 

This indicates that one or more of the directories in the specified pathname 
does not exist as supplied (e.g., misspelled). 

Specified access classlauthorization is greater than. allowed maximum. 

Class: rare Type: access control 

This indicates that an access class or range specification was unacceptable 
for the reason described. It only occurs at sites that use the Access 
Isolation Mechanism (AIM) for access control and occurs in contexts such as 
Resource Control and Logical Volume (LV) management. Rare, even at AIM 
sites. 
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Specified attribute incompatible with file structure. 

Class: common Type: IIO system 

This is a vfile error that indicates that a vfile attach control argument 
was inconsistent with the file type. 

Specified buffer size too large. 

Class: rare Type: IIO system 

This indicates that the buffer size is too big for the maximum workspace 
allowed. 

Specified control argument is not implemented by this command. 

Class: common Type: commands 

This indicates that the control argument printed in the message is not 
acceptable to the command. 

Specified offset out of bounds for this device. 

Class: rare Type: 1/0 system 

This indicates that the channel program or status queue is not fully 
contained in the 1/0 INTERFACER (IOI). 

Specified quota account not found 

Class: rare Type: storage system 

This indicates that an attempt was made to charge a master directory against 
a nonexistent (misspelled, for instance) quota account. Use the list mdirs 
command with -all to list all the quota accounts. 

Specified socket not found in network data base. 

Class: rare Type: ARPANet 

This indicates that an internal error has occurred in the ARPANet software. 

Specified volumes do not comprise a valid volume set. 

Class: common Type: 1/0 system 

An attempt was made to use a multivolume tape volume set that is invalid. 

Specified work class is not currently defined. 

Class: rare Type: tools 

This occurs when an attempt is made to use a nonexistent workclass, generally 
as a result of using the set work class command. 

Supplied area too small for this request. 

Class: rare, programming Type: subroutine 

This indicates that a subroutine was unable to return a value or perform some 
operation because the area provided was too small. 
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Supplied identifier already exists in data base. 

Class: rare, programming 

This should be self-explanatory in the context where it is issued. 

Supplied identifier not found in data base. 

Class: rare, programming 

This should be self-explanatory in the context where it is issued. 

Syntax error in ascii segment. 

Class: rare 

Should be 
always be 
problem. 

self-explanatory in the context where it is issued. 
accompanied by some explanatory text to describe 

The FNP is not running. 

Class: rare, programming 

Should also 
the specific 

This indicates that an operation, such as debugging the FNP, or an operator 
FNP command, could not be performed because the FNP is not running. 

The NCP could not find a free table entry for this request. 

Class: rare Type: ARPANet 

This indicates that an internal error has occurred in the ARPANet software. 

The Operator refused to honor the mount request. 

Class: common Type: IIO system 

This indicates that the operator declined to mount a tape or disk for the 
user, possibly because it did not exist, could not be found, or was not 
accessible to the user. Phone the operator for details. 

The access name specified has an illegal syntax. 

Class: common Type: access control 

This indicates that an access name with invalid syntax (such as 
Foo.Bar.Baz.Quux) was supplied to an ACL manipulation command or subroutine. 

The day-of-the-week is incorrect. 

Class: common Type: environment 

This indicates that a dateltime string has specified both a date and weekday 
name (such as "4/26/80 Wednesday"), and that the two are incompatible (that 
is, that 4126/80 is not a Wednesday). 
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The event channel specified is not a valid channel. 

Class: rare, programming 

This indicates that an 
subroutine; probably, 
.uninitialized. 

Type: ipc 

invalid event channel name was 
the variable containing the 

The event channel table was full. 

Class: rare Type: ipc 

passed to 
channel 

an ipc 
name is 

This indicates that an attempt was made to perform an ipc operation for 
which no room could be found in the ECT. This error generally results in 
process termination. 

The event channel table was in an inconsistent state. 

Class: rare Type: fatal process error 

This indicates that, due either to a user program malfunction or a system 
logic error, the event channel table has become damaged. This generally 
indicates that the process's linkage area has become damaged. 

The initial connection has not yet been completed. 

Class: rare Type: ARPANet 

This indicates that an internal error has occurred in the ARPANet software. 

The item specified is over the legal size. 

Class: rare Type: general 

This means that a data item is too large. Supplementary data should always 
be included in the error message to identify the precise cause of the 
problem. 

There is already a record with the same key. 

Class: common Type: 1/0 system 

This indicates an attempt to add a record to a file that already contains a 
record with the same key. 

The lock could not be set in the given time. 

Class: common, programming Type: subroutines 

This indicates that the lock word is already locked, by an existing process, 
and could not be locked in the time allowed. Possibly the other process was 
running a program that malfunctioned, and failed to unlock the lock. The 
lock is not locked to this process, but remains locked to the process that 
already holds it. 

4-27 CH26-00 



The lock does not belong to an existing process. 

Class: common, programming Type: subroutines 

This indicates that a lock word has been found to be locked by a process that 
no longer exists. In general, such a lock should be reset, and the data base 
it protects should be salvaged if necessary. The lock remains locked to the 
dead process, 

The lock was already locked by this process. 

Class: common, programming Type: subroutines 

This indicates that an attempt was made to lock a lock that this process 
already has locked. This may indicate a programming error in the calling 
program, unless it expects that the lock may already be locked, and will not 
cause it to be spuriously unlocked. The lock remains locked. 

The lock was locked by a process that no longer exists. Therefore the lock was 
reset. 

Class: common, programming Type: environment 

This indicates that a lock was found locked by a process that terminated 
before unlocking it, either by terminating abnormally while performing some 
operation involving the lock, or by simply failing, due to a logic error in 
the program, to unlock the lock, and terminating normally. This is normally 
not a serious condition, and the program that detects it simply continues 
operating. It may indicate that the data base protected by the lock is 
inconsistent in some fashion, but not necessarily. When this condition 
occurs, the lock word is locked for the calling process. 

The lock was set on behalf of an operation which must be adjusted. 

Class: common Type: I/O system 

This is a vfile error that indicates that an operation was interrupted while 
it had part of a vfile file locked, and that the file must be adjusted (via 
vfile_adjust) before anything else can be done with it. 

The logical volume is already attached. 

Class: rare Type: storage system 

This indicates that an attempt was made to attach a private logical volume 
that is already attached to the requesting process. It remains attached. 

The logical volume is already defined. 

Class: rare Type: storage system 

This indicates that an attempt was made to redefine an existing logical 
volume. 

The logical volume is full. 

Class: common Type: storage system 

This indicates that there is no room left on a logical volume to allocate 
another page (at page reference time) or another VTOC entry (at segment 
creation time). This generally occurs as a seg fault error condition, 
indicating that a new page could not be allocated, or-when a call is made to 
create a segment. 
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The logical volume is not attached. 

Class: common Type: storage system 

This indicates that an attempt was made to reference a segment residing on a 
private logical volume that is not attached to the requesting process. 

The logical volume is not defined. 

Class: common Type: storage system 

This indicates that an attempt was made to reference a segment residing on a 
logical volume that either does not exist, or has not been defin~d for the 
bootload. This can happen when a public logical volume has been taken 
offline because of disk problems or similar difficulties. 

The logical volume table is full. 

Class: rare Type: storage system 

This indicates that there is no room in the system logical volume table to 
add a new logical volume. 

The ma~imum depth in the storage system hierarchy has been exceeded. 

Class: common Type: commands 

This indicates that an attempt was made to 
deeper than is permitted in the directory 
sixteen directories is permitted. 

The name specified contains non-ascii characters. 

Class: rare 

create a 
hierarchy. 

segment or directory 
A maximum depth of 

This indicates that an attempt was made to use a name containing non-ascii 
characters, which are not allowed in many contexts. 

The name was not found. 

Class: rare, programming Type: subroutines 

This indicates that the specified name could not be found where expected. 
This should always be accompanied by some further explanatory information. 

The process's limit for this device type is exceeded. 

Class: common Type: I/O system 

This indicates that the process has reached the limit on the number of 
devices of a particular type that it may be assigned at once; the 
unassign resource command may be used to free up unneeded ones. This limit 
is a sIte-determined parameter; contact your system administrator for 
details. 
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The reference name table is in an inconsistent state. 

Class: rare, programming 

This indicates, most likely, that the process's linkage section has been 
damaged by a malfunctioning program. A new_proc should be issu~d, ~nd the 
program fixed. 

The request is inconsistent with the current state of the resource(s). 

Class: common Type: RCP 

This indicates that the requested operation cannot be performed because it is 
inconsistent with the resource state; for instance, freeing a resource that 
is already free. 

The requested action was not performed. 

Class: rare, programming Type: subroutines 

This message indicates general failure on the part of a command or 
subroutine. It does not indicate any specific error condition, but rather 
that a condition was encountered that could not be described more exactly by 
a more specific error code. 

The requested device is not available. 

Class: common Type: I/O system 

This indicates that the process could not be assigned an 1/0 device, possibly 
because there are no devices of that type at the site, because they are all 
in use or offline, or because the user does not have access to use them. 

The resource is presently in use by a system dumper. 

Class: rare Type: storage system 

This indicates that an operation may not be 
directory because the system dumper process is 
condition should go away quickly, so that the 
retried. 

The rest of the tape is blank. 

Class: common Type: 1/0 system 

performed on a 
presently using 
operation will 

segment or 
it. Th i s 

succeed if' 

This indicates that an attempt has been made to read past the last record or 
file mark on a tape, and that the rest of the tape has nothing written on it. 

The ring brackets specified are invalid. 

Class: common Type: access control 

This indicates an attempt to set ring brackets to an invalid value, such as 
one of the three values outside the range of zero to seven, or th~t the three 
values do not satisfy the relation R1 < R2 < R3. 
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The signaller could not use the saved sp in the stack base for bar mode. 

Class: rare, programming Type: environment 

This indicates that the stack has been overwritten in such a way as to damage 
it, and is usually caused by user program malfunction. 

The specified access class/authorization is not within the permitted range. 

The specified access classes/authorizations are not a valid range. 

Class: rare Type: access control 

These two messages indicate that an access class or range specification was 
unacceptable, for the reasons described. They only occur at sites that use 
the Access Isolation Mechanism (AIM) for access control. Iney occur in 
contexts such as Resource Control and Logical Volume (LV) management. Rare, 
even at AIM sites. 

The specified subsystem either does not exist or is inconsistent. 

Class: rare 

This indicates an attempt to use a prelinked subsystem (specified by 
-subsystem at login time) that is either inconsistent or nonexistent. The 
subsystem is considered inconsistent if the hardcore supervisor version is 
different from what it was when the subsystem was prelinked; if this happens, 
the subsystem must be re-prelinked by a systems programmer. 

The specified terminal type is incompatible with the line type. 

Class: rare Type: I/O system 

This indicates that the specified terminal type cannot be used because it is 
not compatible with the type of communications line the terminal is attached 
to. 

The specified volume cannot be unloaded from its device. 

Class: common Type: I/O system 

Certain types of devices may not be unloaded, such as nondemountable disk 
packs. 

The time is incorrect. 

Class: common Type: environment 

This indicates that the time specified in a date/time string is invalid. 

The year is not part of the 20th Century (1901 through 1999). 

Class: common Type: environment 

Multics standard date/times must be part of the 20th century, and the 
supplied year was not. 

4-31 CH26-00 



There is already a record with the same key. 

Class: common Type: 1/0 system 

This indicates an attempt to add a record to a file that already contains a 
record with the same key. 

There is an inconsistency in arguments to the storage system. 

Class: common, programming Type: storage system, commands 

This indicates that a storage system subroutine was given an invalid 
argument. It is used in any situation where there is no more specific error 
code to describe the problem, and even (by older routines) when there is. 

There is an inconsistency in this directory. 

Class: rare Type~ storage system 

This indicates that 
salvaged. It should 
should be informed. 

a directory has become 
never happen; if it does, 

inconsistent and cannot be 
system maintenance personnel 

There is an internal inconsistency in the segment. 

Class: common 

This indicates that the segment is not an object segment, or is otherwise 
unacceptable to the command. 

There is no initial connection in progress from this socket. 

Class: rare Type: ARPANet 

This indicates that an internal error has occurred in the ARPANet software. 

There is no more room in the file. 

Class: common Type: 1/0 system 

This indicates that the specified file is full, and that no more data may be 
added to it. 

There was an attempt to create a copy without correct access. 

Class: rare Type: storage system 

This indicates that an attempt to copy a segment with its copy switch set 
failed because of incorrect access. 

There was an attempt to delete a non-empty directory. 

Class: rare, programming Type: storage system 

This indicates that the specified directory cannot be deleted because it 
still contains branches; this code is only returned by the storage system 
primitive for deletion. 
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There was an attempt to delete a segment whose copy switch was set. 

Class: rare Type: storage system 

A segment's copy switch must be turned off before it may be deleted. 

There was an attempt to make a directory unknown that has inferior segments. 

Class: rare Type: storage system 

This indicates that, due to a logic error in the supervisor, a directory 
cannot be made unknown. A systems programmer should be contacted if this 
message occurs frequently; in general, the failing operation will succeed if 
retried. 

There was an attempt to move segment to non-zero length entry. 

Class: rare Type: storage system 

This indicates an attempt to use the storage system primitives to move a 
segment into another segment that already contained data. 

There was an attempt to terminate a segment which was known in other rings. 

Class: common Type: storage system 

This indicates an attempt to terminate an inner ring segment (e.g., a 
mailbox). The operation cannot be performed because it violates Multics ring 
validation security. 

There was an attempt to use an invalid segment number. 

Class: common Type: storage system 

This indicates an attempt to call a storage system primitive with a pointer 
that does not correspond to any segment in the process's address space, and 
therefore cannot be manipulated. 

There was an illegal attempt to delete an AST entry. 

Class: rare, programming Type: storage system 

This indicates that, due to a logic error in the supervisor, a segment cannot 
be deactivated. A systems programmer should be contacted if this message 
occurs frequently; in general, the failing operation will succeed if retried, 
or, failing that, if retried after a new_proc. 

This entry cannot be traced. 

Class: programming Type: trace 

This indicates that an attempt was made to trace an entrypoint that cannot be 
traced; for instance, a gate entrypoint. 

This operation allowed only on master directories. 

Class: rare Type: storage system 

This indicates that master directory operations (e.g., set_mdir_quota) may 
only be performed on master directories. 
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This operation is not allowed for a directory. 

Class: common Type: commands 

This indicates that an attempt was made to perform an operation that cannot 
be done on a directory, such as printing or editing. 

This operation is not allowed for a link entry. 

Class: common Type: commands 

This indicates that a procedure was used to attempt to perform an operation 
on a link that may only be performed on a segment or a directory. 

This operation is not allowed for a master directory. 

Class: rare Type: commands 

This indicates that the requested operation cannot be performed for a master 
directory, such as moving quota to it, rather than using the set_mdir quota 
command. 

This operation is not allowed for a multisegment file. 

Class: common Type: commands 

This indicates that the requested operation may not be performed on a 
multisegment file. 

This operation would cause a reference count to vanish. 

Class: rare, programming 

The meaning of this error should be clear in context. 

Too many ""<"" 's in pathname. 

Class: common Type: commands 

This indicates that a pathname argument contains too many "<" characters. 
See the MPM Reference Guide for details. 

Trap-before-link procedure was unable to snap link. 

Class: rare Type: linker 

This is issued by the binder or linker (as the code for a linkage error), and 
generally indicates a damaged object segment. 

UID path cannot be converted to a pathname. 

Class: rare Type: storage system 

This indicates that aUlD pathname was invalid. This occurs mostly when 
manipulating logical volume accounts, and indicates a damaged logical volume 
control segment, which can be rebuilt using the register mdir command. It 
can also be given by various system analysis tools. -
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Unable to complete connection to external device. 

Class: rare Type: I/O system 

This indicates that a communications channel connection could not be 
established (e.g., a dial out call could not be completed). 

Unable to convert access class/authorization to binary. 

Unable to convert binary access class/authorization to string. 

Class: rare Type: access control 

These two messages indicate that an access class or range specification was 
unacceptable for the reason described. They only occur at sites that use the 
Access Isolation Mechanism (AIM) for access control. They occur in contexts 
such as Resource Control and Logical Volume (LV) management. Rare, even at 
AIM sites. 

Unable to convert character date/time to binary. 

Class: common Type: environment 

This indicates that a date/time string could not be converted successfully 
because it did not conform to the syntax described in 
date_time_strings.gi.info. 

Unable to process a search rule string. 

Class: common Type: commands 

This indicates that a search rule name, as supplied to the set search rules 
command, is not acceptable (e.g., a bad keyword or nonexistent dIrectory). 

Undefined preaccess command. 

Class: common 

This indicates an attempt to use an undefined preaccess command before 
logging in (probably a misspelling). 

Unrecoverable data-transmission error on physical device. 

Class: common Type: I/O system 

This indicates that a parity error has occurred while doing I/O to a device, 
and that the operation was not successful. The operation may succeed if it 
is retried. 

User has deferred messages. 

Class: common Type: mail system 

This indicates that an interactive message could not be delivered immediately 
because the recipient has temporarily deferred messages. The message will be 
delivered as soon as the recipient accepts messages again. 
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